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37. (Previously Presented) An improved actuator for actuating an 

aerosol valve for dispensing an aerosol product from an aerosol container, 
comprising: 

a base having an axis of symnietry of said base; 
a mounting for securing said base to the aerosol container; 

a nozzle deilning a nozzle channel extending between the aerosol valve and a 
terminal orifice; 

said nozzle being flexibly mounted to said base for enabling said nozzle to pivot for 
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actuating the aerosol valve; 

a unitary actuator button comprising a rigid sidewall si^porting a rigid top actuating 
surface with an actuator button orifice defined in said sidewall of said 
actuator button; 

said actuator button being rotatably mounted to said base to cover said nozzle; 
said actuator button being rotatable about said axis of symmetry of said base 
between a locked rotational position and an unlocked rotational position; 
said actuator button orifice of said actuator button being aligned with said terminal 
orifice of said nozzle when said actuator button is rotated into said unlocked 
rotational position; 

said unitary actuator button being movable relative to said base for engaging and 
pivoting said nozzle button to actuate the aerosol valve for dispensing 
aerosol product fiom said t erminal orifice and through said actuator button 
orifice defined in said sidewall of said actuator button when said actuator 
button is in said unlocked rotational position; and 
said unitary actuator button being inhi bited fiom pivoting said nozzle button when 
said actuator button is rotated into said locked rotational position. 

38. (Previously Presented) An improved actuator for actuating an 

aerosol valve for dispensing an aerosol product from an aerosol container, 
comprising: 

a base having an axis of symmetry of said base; 
a mounting for securing said base to the aerosol container; 
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a nozzle defining a nozzle channel extending between the aerosol valve and a 
terminal orifice; 

said nozzle being flexibly mounted to said base for enabling said nozzle to pivot for 
actuating the aerosol valve; 

a unitary actuator button comprising a rigid sidewall supporting a rigid top actuating 
surface formed from a unitary substantially rigid material for enabling the 
entirety of said actuator burton to move as a unit relative to said base; 
said unitary actuator button including said rigid sidewall and said rigid top actuating 
surface forming a continuous surface with an actuator button orifice defined 
in said sidewall of said actuator button; 
said actuator button b eing rotatably mounted to said base to cover said nozzle; 
said actuator button being rotatable about said axis of symmetry of said base 
between a locked rotational position and an unlocked rotational position; 
said actuator button orifice of said actuator button being aligned with said terminal 
orifice of said nozzle when said actuator button is rotated into said unlocked 
rotational position; 

said unitary actuator button being movable relative to said base for engaging and 
pivoting said nozzle button to actuate the aerosol valve for dispensing 
aerosol product from said terminal orifice and through said actuator button 
orifice defined in said sidewall of said actuator button when said actuator 
button is in said unlocked rotational position; 
said unitary actuator button being inhibited from pivoting said nozzle button when 
said actuator button is rotated into said locked rotational position; and 
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said rigid sidewall of said actuator button covering said terminal orifice of said 
nozzle when said actuator button, is rotated into said locked rotational 
position. 

39. (Previously Presented) An improved actuator for actuating an 

aerosol valve for dispensing an aerosol product from an aerosol container, 
comprising; 

said base having an outer ring and an inner ring defined about an axis of symmetry 
of said base forming an annular void therebetween; and 
a mounting for securing said base to the aerosol container; 

a noTT^le de fining a nozzle channel extending between the aerosol valve and a 
terminal orifice; 

said nozzle being flexibly mounted to said base for enabling said nozzle to pivot for 
actuating the aerosol valve; 

a unit ary actuatOT button comprising a rigid sidewall supporting a rigid top actuating 
surface vrith an actuator button orifice defined in said sidewall of said 
actuator button; 

said actuator button being rotatably mounted to said base to cover said nozzle; 
i said actuator button being rotatable about said axis of symmetry of said base 
between a locked rotational position and an unlocked rotational position; 
said actuator button orifice of said actuator button being aligned with said terminal 
orifice of said nozzle when said actuator button is rotated into said unlocked 
rotational position; 
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said unitary actuator button being movable within said annular void between said 
outer ring and said inner ring of said base for engaging and pivoting said 
nozzle button to actuate the aerosol valve for dispensing aerosol product 
from said terminal orifice and through said actuator button orifice defined in 
said sidewall of said actuator button when said actuator button is in said 
unlocked rotational portion; and 

said unitary actuator button being inhibited from pivoting said no^le button when 
said actuator button is rotated into said locked rotational position. 

40! (Previously Presented) An improved actuator for actuating an 

aerosol valve for dispensing an aerosol product from an aerosol container, 
comprising: 

said base ha ving an outer ring and an inner ring interconnected by a plurality of radial ribs 
defined about an axis of symmetry of said base forming an annular void therebetween; 
a mounting for securing said base to the aerosol cont^er; 

a nozzle defining a nozzle channel extending between tiie aerosol valve and a 
terminal orifice; 

said nozzle being flexibly mounted to said base for enabling said nozzle to pivot for 
actuating the aerosol valve; 

a unitary actuator button comprising a rigid sidewall supporting a rigid top actuating 
surfoce with an actuator button, orifice defined in said sidewall of said 
actuator button; 

said actuator button being rotatably mounted to said base to cover said nozzle; 
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a portion of said rigid sidewall of said unitary actuator button extending into said annular void 
between said outer ring and said inner ring of said base; 
said actuator button being rotatable about said axis of symmetry of said base 
between a locked rotational position and an unlocked rotational position; 
said actuator button orifice of said actuator button being aligned with ^d terminal 
orifice of said nozzle when said actuator button is rotated into said unlocked 
rotational position; 

said unitary actuator button being movable AAithin said annular void between said 
outer ring and said inner ring of said base for engaging and pivoting said 
nozzle button to actuate the aerosol valve for dispensing aerosol product 
from said terminal orifice and through said actuator button orifice defined in 
said sidewall of said actuator button when said actuator button is in said 
unlocked rotational position; and 

said unitary actuator button being inhibited from pivoting said nozzle button when 
said actuator button is rotated into said locked rotational position. 

41 . (Currently Amended) An improved actuator for actuating an aerosol valve 

for dispensing an aerosol product from an aerosol container, comprising; 
a base having an axis of synunetiy of said base; 

a bridge extending radially inwardly toward said axis of symmetry from a portion of 
said base; 

a mounting for securing said base to the aerosol container; 

a nozzle defining a nozzle channel extending between the aerosol valve and a 
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terminal orifice; 

said no77le heing flavihly mou nted to said ha<!e for enabling ^said nozzle In pivnt for 
actuating the aemsfil valvf;; 

a unitary actuator button comprising a rigid sidewall supporting a rigid top actuating 
surface with a portion of said ri^d sidewall being supported by said bridge; 

said unitary actuator button being rotatable relative to sedd base for movement 
between a locked rotational position and an unlocked rotational position; 

said unitary actuator button being tillable about said bridge of said base for actuating 
the aerosol valve to dispense the aerosol product from the aerosol container 
througb said terminal orifice when said actuator button is rotated into said 
unlocked rotational position; and 

said unitary actuator button being inhibited from tilting about said bridge of said 
base when said actuator button is rotated into said locked rotational position. 

42. (Currently Amended) An improved actuator for actuating an aerosol valve 

for dispensing ah aerosol product from an aerosol container, comprising: 

a base having an axis of symmetry of said base; 

a bridge extending radially inwardly toward said axis of symmetry from a portion of 
said base; 

a mounting for securing said base to the aerosol container; 

a nozzle defining a nozzle channel extending between the aerosol valve and a 
terminal orifice; 

said nozzle being flexibly Tnoiinfcrt to said hasR for enabling said nozzle tn pivnt for 
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arfiiating t he valve! 

a unitary actuator button comprising a rigid sidewall supporting a rigid top actuating 
surface being formed from a unitary substantially rigid material for enabling 
the entirety of said actuator button to move as a unit relative to said base; 
a portion of said rigid sidewall being supported by said bridge; 
said entirety of said unitary actuator button being rotatable relative to said base for 
movement between a locked rotational position and an unlocked rotational 
position; 

said entirety of said unitary actuator button being tiltable about said bridge of said 
base upon depression of said top actuating surface for actuating the aerosol 
valve to dispense the aerosol product from the aerosol container dirough said 
terminal orifice when said actuator button is rotated into said unlocked 
rotational position; 

said e ntire t y of said unitary ac t uatoi ' bu tto n bei ng tillable relafave to said base fot Avtuating 
the iw r T*M « l valve fO '‘ H ispensing th e a erosol piuduct from th^ aeiosul wiiUuusii wlieii 
said ac t uatoi button is r o tat e d iuto said unl ockcd rotational puJuUoii; and 
said entirety of said unitary actuator button being inhibited from tilting about said 
bridge of said base when said actuator button is rotated into said locked 
rotational position. 

43. (Currently Amended) An improved actuator for actuating an aerosol valve 

for dispensing an aerosol product fiom an aerosol container, comprising: 
a base having an axis of symmetry of said base; 
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said base having an outer ring and an inner ring defined about said axis of symmetry 
of said base forming an annular void therebetween; and 

a bridge located in a portion of said void; 

a mounting for securing said base to the aerosol container; 

a nozzle Hftfining a nozzle channel extending between the aerosol valve and a 
terminal orifice; 

hp.iTig fl p yiWy mnimtud «r> said Kase for enahliniT said nozzle tn pivot for 
actuating the aer osol vnive: 

a unitary actuator button comprising a rigid sidewall sig)porting a rigid top actuating 
surface with formed fiom a unitary substantially rigid matenal for enabling 
the entirety of said actuator button to move as a unit relative to said base; 

a portion of said rigid sidewall of said unitary actuator button extending into said annular void 
for engaging with said bridge; 

said entirety of said unitary actuator button being rotatable relative to smd base for 
movement between a locked rotational position and an unlocked rotational 
position; 

said entirety of said unitary actuator button being tiltable about said bridge of said 
base iqion depression of said top actuating surface for actuaidng the aerosol 
valve to dispense the aerosol product from the aerosol container throt^h said 
terminal orifice when said actuator button is rotated into said unlocked 
rotational position; 

s< ! ud cutii ' ety of said uni t aiy ac t ua t ui button being til lable relative to said base foi actuating 
Ore aerosol valve fui Ji^peiihiiig the aer o sol piuduU finm Uit aer o s ol cuuUiuu whan 
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s aid actuat e / bu tt on i s ro t at e d kiLu haid unlocke d lulaliuiial position; and 
said entirety of said unitary actuator button being inhibited from tilting about said 
bridge of said base when said actuator button is rotated into said locked 
rotational position. 
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